Discussion 4 Constitutional Law            Due May 10, 2020 5:00 p.m. Central Time


Among the arguments given in favor of police body cams and dash cams are that they increase transparency, have a civilizing effect on officers and citizens, improve evidence for arrest and prosecution, and have a positive impact on officer safety. 
Citizen groups have also lobbied in favor of citizen surveillance of police activity in order to provide a "more balanced" recorded account of exchanges between law enforcement and citizens who have been detained or are in the process of being searched or arrested. 
A number of apps and devises including iPhone apps, the "Open Watch" app, and the "Stop and Frisk Watch" app have hit the market to allow citizens to record police activity. To-date, the courts have yet not issued definitive rulings on either police or citizen recording devises.

Using (and citing) required readings and judicial opinions in the course, discuss both "police cams" and "citizen cams" from a constitutional perspective. 
You may choose to argue for or against one or both of these technologies but make sure to support your arguments with case law and constitutional readings. 
______________________________________________________________________________
Instructions for Discussions:
Minimum 600 word count
Correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and complete sentences must be used as well citations in both the body of the post and at the conclusion of your post (as “Works Cited”). 
Required readings from the textbook and any outside readings must be cited. Remember: All posts must reflect knowledge of the cases and materials covered in the class. Your opinions and points presented must be supported by cited material. Reference to material in the textbook and/or course videos must be properly cited. 

Forum Citations:  (APA FORMAT) You must cite your sources both within the body of your post and at the conclusion of your post. 

An example of citation of written sources within your post is: 
Studies indicate American’s trust in government substantially increased after the 9/11 terrorist attacks (Ginsberg, et.al., p. 6).  

An example of citations at the conclusion of your post 
(“Works Cited) is:  Ginsberg, Lowi, Weir, We the People, 9th ed., Texas ed., New York: W. W. Norton, 2013.)  

With respect to citing case law, an absolutely perfect Works Cited and in-text citation would use the following:
In-text citation - (O'Connor,  U. S. v. Lopez, 1995)
Accompanying Works Cited citation: O'Connor, concurring opinion, U. S. v. Lopez, 514 U.S 549 (1995).
I always include a "Cases" section in my Works Cited and list, alphabetically, all cases I cited in the discussion post or paper. It's just an extra measure to ensure consistency.

Failure to properly cite your sources will result in a score of zero on the entire discussion forum and in cases of plagiarism the professor will pursue the student’s expulsion from Lamar University.             Cheating will not be tolerated. 

NO WIKIPEDIA OR WIKISOURCE ALLOWED
NO PLAGIARIZING!!

SafeAssign check will automatically be performed on all written assignments including discussion forum posts. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any student submitting plagiarized work will receive an “F” in the course and appropriate action will be taken by the professor to have the student expelled from the University. Any citation of Wikipedia or Wiki source on any assignment in this course (including discussion posts) will result in an automatic score of “0” for the assignment.   



Textbooks for class: 

1.) Kanovitz, Jacqueline R., Constitutional Law for Criminal Justice, 14th edition, (New York: Routledge), 2015. ISBN # 978-0-323-34048-9 (pbk).

